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FOCAL TOPIC.
New Trends of Japanese Social Thought and Strategic Concept

Japanese Academia’s Cognitive Changes and Policy-Conceiving
of the United States --cevvevereveiirevnneneennne. Gui Yongtao (11)

With the relative weakening of the U. S regional influential power and the
development of Sino-U. S. relations, Japanese academia is anxious about
the reliability of Japan-U. S. alliance and its international prestige. Jap-
anese mainstream scholars, however, argue that the U. S. should contin-
ue to maintain its leadership in the international relations in the long
run. Based on this perception, those scholars advocate that Japan should
counterbalance China more actively under the U. S supremacy. Mean-
while, through strengthening its power and promoting its geopolitical for-
eign relations, Japan can fill up the vacuum caused by the U. 8. transi-
tion to its domestic policies. The changing cogitation to the U. S. su-
premacy results in the transformation of Japanese strategy. Although Ja-
pan seeks to get more power and implement the proactive foreign policy
for its international strategy, it continues to be constricted by the U. S.
international strategic interests, domestic public opinion, and the nar-
row-minded attitude to China. Therefore, the transformation of Japanese

strategy is a gradual process.

Japanese Cognition on History --.«eeoooveooooio. Zhang JianLi (32)
There are three aspects of the formation of Japanese history cognition: in-
fluenced by the U. S., shaped by Kokoku shikan and the regeneration of
Japanese social psychology, and originated by its own history of endoge-
nous cognition. Japanese history cognition has profoundly influenced
Japan’s contemporary domestic and foreign policy, which are mainly re-
flected in its more explicit and diversified measures taken to avoid its war
responsibility. The Japanese government consolidates its alliance with
the U. S. under the “oyako pattern. ” In order to eliminate the negative

effects by the history cognition, China and Japan should cooperate in the



