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FOCAL TOPIC:
China and Evolution of the World Order

The International System in Ancient South Asia: The Logic
of the “Dharma System” ..o.coooonieninnn Shang Huipeng (9)

In ancient South Asia there existed an international system in parallel to
the Roman system in the West—the tributary system in East Asia and the
Westphalian international system or the “Dharma system. ” This system
was originally established during the Mauryan Empire by Asoka and had
exerted a tremendous impact ever since. It was the concept of “Dharma”
in Hinduism that gave legitimacy to the Dharma system which had the
feature of “strong civilizational and weak organizational entity. ” Further—
more this system was also inherently related to the “human constant” of

the Hindus—the Homo Hierarchicus.

The Concept of the “Chinese Empire” and Its World Order:
a Misinterpreted Tianxia Order ............... Li Yangfan (28)

The Chinese traditional Tianxia order is an oft-misinterpreted “world or—
der. ” In terms of the subjective dimension Chinese traditional dynasties
cannot be called empires. In terms of its emergence and evolution

Tianxia has the dual features of subjectivity and objectivity i.e. it was
based on the imagination of Chinese dynasties but eventually morphed in—
to a kind of international public goods. In terms of the structure the
Tianxia order is not perfectly concentric. In other words the nomadic
empires in Inner Asia and the dynasties in the Central Plains co-estab—
lished the Tianxia order in a confrontational way while the overseas
tributary states and the dynasties in the Central Plains did it with a com—
mon identity. Historical experiences thus indicate that “The Belt and
Road” Initiative will be likely to face many difficulties in establishing a

China-centered world order.

The Four-Party Game and East Asian
Order ccoeeeereri e Men Honghua (49)

The cooperation and competition among China the United States Ja—



pan and ASEAN is reshaping the East Asian order. The biggest chal-
lenge in establishing this order is that the four forces are engaged in a
new game and will be unlikely to reach a consensus on the future objec—
tive. They have more and more different considerations on the regional
stability and prosperity. Against this background China should fully re—
alize the effects of its rise in the region improve the Chinese discourse
on East Asian community promote the topdevel design of establishing
regional institutions devote itself to the construction of an open East A—
slan community based upon common interests develop an East Asian
community of common interests and responsibilities through institutional—
ized cooperation make great efforts to realize an East Asian community
of a shared future and cultivate an equal cooperative mutually benefi—

cial and open East Asian order that is based on common interests.

The Diffusion of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Co-fxistence ... Yuan Zhengqing and Song Xiaogin (66)

The diffusion of international norms is an important topic in the discipline
of international relations. Western theories tend to emphasize the top—
down instruction at the international level and learning at the state level

and empirical studies focus on the diffusion of Western norms to the rest
of the world. Consequently the role of non-Western countries is neglec—
ted in the process of norm diffusion. The diffusion of the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence offers an excellent opportunity to examine the be—
haviors of non-Western countries. The Five Principles proposed by China
was neither imposed forcibly upon other countries nor intended to edu—
cate others in a condescending manner with a so-called “civilized ”
standard. Instead the Five Principles started to diffuse in the process of
equal interactions with the neighboring countries of similar experiences in
history. Gradually it embedded itself into more international meetings
and treaties through establishing diplomatic relations convening interna—
tional meetings participating in international organizations and offering
foreign aid and expanded from ideologically similar countries into ideo—

logically divergent ones.

The World Economic Order in the Post¥inancial Crisis
Era: Economic Power International Rules and

Governance Ph]losophy .............................. Xu XLLL]UJl (82)

The shock of the financial crisis has brought about the disorder of world



